
Course Assessment Report 
Washtenaw Community College 
 

Discipline Course Number Title 

Art 101 ART 101 03/17/2017-
Introduction to Studio Art 

Division Department Faculty Preparer 
Humanities, Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Humanities Belinda McGuire 

Date of Last Filed Assessment Report  

I. Assessment Results per Student Learning Outcome  

Outcome 1: Develop skills in handling simple art materials.  

• Assessment Plan  

o Assessment Tool: portfolio of artwork 

o Assessment Date: Winter 2012 

o Course section(s)/other population: all students from all sections 

o Number students to be assessed: approximately 160 

o How the assessment will be scored: The artwork will be scored using the 
attached rubric and scoring guide. 

o Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 66% of the students will 
achieve at an average of 3.0 or above on all outcomes. 

o Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty will score and 
analyze the data. 

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.  

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years 
below) 

SP/SU (indicate years 
below) 

   2015      

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.  

# of students enrolled # of students assessed 
83 35 



3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, 
please explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, 
or did not complete activity.  

Assessed a random sampling of all students who completed the course. 

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, 
evening, extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your 
selection criteria.  

ART 101 is taught on-campus in a face-to-face mode. 

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this 
tool and how it was scored.  

Students completed a pre-draw before any instruction for the course was 
given.  Students completed a post-draw during the last week of the semester. Both 
the pre- and post- drawings were completed during a 45 minute set time.  Three 
internal instructors (2 part – time, 1 full-time) met and used a department-
developed rubric to score the skill development in the drawings. 

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool 
during the course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this 
learning outcome and indicate whether the standard of success was met for this 
outcome and tool.  

Met Standard of Success: Yes 
Out of the total sample of student work scored, 84% was the average score, 
scoring above 70% (3.5) or higher for Outcome #1.  Out of the 35 sample student 
works,  29 (83%) of those scored above 70% for learning outcome #1.     

7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength 
in student achievement of this learning outcome.  

Due to the broad language used for this outcome, the assessment team agreed that 
it would be more accurate to assess objectives that align with Outcome #1.  The 
results are as follows:  

OBJECTIVE 1:  Develop control of simple drawing materials with a 
pencil.  Emphasis is placed on control of weight of line and tone, developing a 
range in each from light to dark.  Emphasis is also placed on using the material to 
bring the white of page alive. 



RESULTS:   100% of students assessed scored above 70%.  All students 
developed control of simple drawing materials with pencil, used line weight and 
tone while activating the white area of the paper. 

  

OBJECTIVE 2:  Acquire and employ concept of making simple volume on page. 

RESULTS: 96% of students assessed scored above 70% with this objective.     32 
students acquired the skills needed to make simple volume on page. 

  

OBJECTIVE 4:  Develop concept of figure/ground relationships. 

RESULTS:  57% of students assessed scored above 70% with this objective. 19 
students created figure/ground relationships in their post drawing.   This objective 
requires more than one shape to exist on the page.  One-half of the pre- and post- 
drawings submitted were studies of one object on the page.    

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student 
achievement of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of 
success, you may wish to identify your plans for continuous improvement.  

As with the nature of drawing, students will continue to benefit from the practice 
of observational drawing.  However, the drawing component is explored for ¼ of 
the semester, as this course exists as an art studio survey-based course.  

 
 
Outcome 2: Acquire and employ basic concepts germane to two-dimensional art.  

• Assessment Plan  

o Assessment Tool: portfolio of artwork 

o Assessment Date: Fall 2006 

o Course section(s)/other population: all students from of all sections 

o Number students to be assessed: 160 

o How the assessment will be scored: Portfolio will be scored using a 
departmentally-developed rubric. 

o Standard of success to be used for this assessment: 66% of the students will 
achieve at an average of 3 or above on all outcomes. 



o Who will score and analyze the data: Departmental faculty will score and 
analyze the data. 

1. Indicate the Semester(s) and year(s) assessment data were collected for this report.  

Fall (indicate years below) Winter (indicate years 
below) 

SP/SU (indicate years 
below) 

   2015      

2. Provide assessment sample size data in the table below.  

# of students enrolled # of students assessed 
83 35 

3. If the number of students assessed differs from the number of students enrolled, 
please explain why all enrolled students were not assessed, e.g. absence, withdrawal, 
or did not complete activity.  

Assessed a random sampling of all students who completed the course. 

4. Describe how students from all populations (day students on campus, DL, MM, 
evening, extension center sites, etc.) were included in the assessment based on your 
selection criteria.  

A random sampling of students from all 5 sections during 

Winter 2015 were assessed at this time. 

5. Describe the process used to assess this outcome. Include a brief description of this 
tool and how it was scored.  

Students completed a pre-draw before any instruction for the course was 
given.  Students completed a post-draw during the last week of the semester. 
Three internal instructors (2 part–time, 1 full-time) met and used a department 
developed rubric to score the skill development in the drawings. 

6. Briefly describe assessment results based on data collected for this outcome and tool 
during the course assessment. Discuss the extent to which students achieved this 
learning outcome and indicate whether the standard of success was met for this 
outcome and tool.  

Met Standard of Success: Yes 
Out of the total sample of student work scored, 81% was the average score, 
scoring above 70% (3.5) or higher for Outcome #2.  Out of the 35 sample student 
works, 26 (74%) of those scored above 70% for learning outcome #2. 



7. Based on your interpretation of the assessment results, describe the areas of strength 
in student achievement of this learning outcome.  

Due to the broad language used for this outcome, the assessment team agreed that 
it would be more accurate to assess objectives that align with Outcome #2.  The 
results are as follows:  

OBJECTIVE 3:  Acquire and employ concept of making space on page. 

RESULTS: 94% of students assessed scored above 70% with this objective. 32 
students were able to illustrate space on the page through drawing.  This objective 
requires students to include one or more shapes on the page.  

  

OBJECTIVE 6:  Develop understanding of composition:  how placement of 
elements of image creates movement on the two dimensional page. 

RESULTS:  86% of students assessed scored above 70% with this objective. 21 
students organized their composition on the page to suggest movement in the final 
image. 

  

OBJECTIVE 8:  Develop commitment to project or image at hand.  Emphasis on 
pushing image to furthest possible limits. 

RESULTS:  62% of students assessed scored above 70% with this objective. 21 
students demonstrated the skill set needed to push the image to its final limits. 
This requires the maturity to work the entire page quickly, as the pre- and post-test 
were completed during a scheduled time.  One-half of the pre- and post-
assessments submitted were drawing exercises based on the study of one object. 

8. Based on your analysis of student performance, discuss the areas in which student 
achievement of this learning outcome could be improved. If student met standard of 
success, you may wish to identify your plans for continuous improvement.  

Due to the results from the outcome, the students would continue to benefit from 
the practice of observational drawing, as developing drawing skills requires 
constant study over time. 

Having students complete post –draw assessments at the end of this subject area 
(rather than the end of the semester) could motivate students and improve student 
success. 



 

II. Course Summary and Action Plans Based on Assessment Results 

1. Describe your overall impression of how this course is meeting the needs of 
students. Did the assessment process bring to light anything about student 
achievement of learning outcomes that surprised you?  

This survey course introduces students to the other course offerings in the Art 
Discipline and drawing is one of the four components explored.    Pre and post 
drawings may not be the most accurate assessment tool to measure.  All faculty 
(part-time, adjunct and full-time) will meet for faculty in-service to discuss future 
assessment options for the course. 

2. Describe when and how this information, including the action plan, was or will be 
shared with Departmental Faculty.  

Through Art discipline in-service and faculty meetings. 

3.  
Intended Change(s)  

Intended Change Description of the 
change Rationale Implementation 

Date 
No changes intended. 

4. Is there anything that you would like to mention that was not already captured?  

None 

III. Attached Files 
 

Faculty/Preparer:  Belinda McGuire  Date: 03/17/2017  
Department Chair:  Allison Fournier  Date: 03/17/2017  
Dean:  Kristin Good  Date: 03/17/2017  
Assessment Committee Chair:  Ruth Walsh  Date: 03/19/2017  
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